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Spencer County Schools will go the distance for all students!

An Overview of  Senate Bill 1

1 )Content Standards – SB 1 requires that the academic content standards be revised in all areas.  We know that the Common Core Standards (Kentucky Core Academic Standards) have been adopted for reading/language arts and math.  Our students will be tested on these in 2011/12.  Science standards are being developed.  Social studies’ standards will be developed at a later date.

2) Assessment and Accountability – SB 1 requires a new accountability system.  KDE is working on this now.  We know it will include a norm-referenced and a criterion referenced test to replace the KCCT.  We know it will also include a college readiness component, a growth component to track students over time, and a gap component.  Writing Portfolios are no longer a part of the accountability system but are still required and will be a part of the Program Reviews.  

3) Three Types of Assessment – SB1 requires three types of assessments.

1) State Level Assessment (Annual State Testing)

2) District/School Level Assessments (Interim/benchmark assessments) – currently Think Link PAS and Quality Core in Spencer County.  These are to be given periodically throughout the school year.
3) School/Classroom Level Assessments (Formative and Summative Assessments)  
KDE is utilzing the Rick Stiggins’ model for the Formative Assessments.  These are daily or ongoing checks of student learning.  They provide critical information to adjust teaching and to continue and improve learning.  Formative Assessments provide continuous information (not once a year or every few weeks) about which students are on their way to mastering content so that future learning experiences can be planned/modified.  

4)Program Reviews – SB 1 requires each school to conduct Program Reviews each year in writing, Practical Living/Career Studies and Arts and Humanities.  These Program Reviews are self-studies that each school will conduct.  KDE will monitor these at least bi-annually.

Assessment Literacy and Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching and Learning

KDE is providing training to the different Network Groups on Assessment Literacy and Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching and Learning as part of the roll-out of SB 1.  The Spencer County Representatives on the Networks are:
English/Language Arts Teacher Network

Erin Tobbe, Laura James, Kim Cook

Math Teacher Network

Rick Reinle, Bob Coots, Michelle Gross, Janet Helms

Instructional Support Network

Jackie Risden-Smith, Rick Vincent, Norma Thurman

Principals’ Network

Dale Kleinjan, Chuck Abell, Ed Downs, Jocelyn Lyons
This information will be provided to each school’s staff via DILT/Network Members.  We will be studying Rick Stiggins’ book, “Classroom Assessment for Student Learning” (CASL).  

Spencer County’s Plan for Unpacking the Common Core Standards

Many teachers including PLC facilitators and Network members were trained on Tuesday with the Stiggins’ model of unpacking.  This includes determining the type of target(s) needed to address each standard and writing those I Can Statements.  The different types of targets include:  Knowledge, Reasoning, Skills, and Products.

Timeline for Unpacking:

Jan. 3 – End of School   - Each grade level/content area PLC will work together to unpack their standards.

Week after End of School  - Each grade level/content area PLC will design assessments and instruction for each standard.  

August, 2011 – on-going – The Common Core Standards will be taught and the assessment will be focused on these standards.  PLCs will continue to refine their assessments and instruction as they analyze their student results.

Assessment Calendar

Interim Assessments (PAS and Quality Core) 

Test B  - Nov. 22 – Dec. 17


Test C – Feb. 14 – March 4

Early Skills Assessment (K and 1st Grade Math only)


Jan. 10 – Feb. 4


March 14 – April 15

Reading K and 1st Grade – DRA

ACT Testing – Juniors


March 15
ACT Administration


March 29
Make-up Administration


March 15 – 29  ACT Administration window for ECE students

Spring Testing Window


April 18 – 29  KCCT  3rd-8th grades; 10th and 11th grades

Iowa Test of Basic Skills


May 2 – 6   3rd-7th grades Reading (including Vocabulary) and all sections of Math

