SPENCER COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL
Literacy Policy

Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to provide teachers, staff, and students with the

      Instructional/Learning expectations for the daily school experience.

Definition:  Successful instructional practices utilize a variety of learning experiences. 

Daily instruction should be meaningful and engaging by incorporating the      identified, “Working on the Work Design Qualities”, “learning understandings” composed by the staff.  It should also include assessment that reflects the format of the Commonwealth Accountability Testing.  Daily learning experiences should also include the following:

· Make prior connections and extend new learning.

· Include everyday applications.

· Personal involvement and ownership.

· Communication skills.

· Text – World learning.

Procedures:
Each day SCMS strives to offer students the opportunity to:

· Read books or core content related materials independently, with a partner, or group.

· Think, discuss, and write in response to a prompt, in a journal, or formal writing assignment.

· Explore math, science, or cultural concepts and solve relevant problems.

Each day SCMS strives to offer students the following:

· At a minimum, 200 minutes of instruction directly related to core content of math, science, social studies, and language arts.  In the arts and humanities classes, students should experience 50 minutes of this content daily, and rotate through the courses four times each school year.  A minimum of 50 minutes of encore time should be experienced by each student.  This time should be another means to explore and master an area of the core content utilizing a different instructional format at a lower student-staff ratio.  A student’s individual educational plan, gifted plan, or identified area of growth, strength is the basis for placement.  

Each Week SCMS strives to offer our students the opportunity to:
· Investigate a science concept through a hands-on activity or demonstration.

· Experience a math concept with a text-world connection and hands-on activity.

· Conference with a peer or teacher on reading and writing.

· Experience an integrated approach to instruction.

Each month SCMS strives to offer our students the opportunity to:

· Speak in front of a group.

· Complete one piece of writing.

· Observe and respond to classmates learning products.

· Respond to self-assessment of engagement tool.

Open response questions and multiple choice questions will be a part of on-going classroom assessment.

Literacy and Writing Understandings will be the foundation for implementing this policy.  See Addendum.
