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Hello Parents, Guardians and Students,

Welcome back to school SCMS students! I hope everyone had a great summer break!  I would to remind everyone that there is a Medication policy at Spencer County Public Schools which states that students are not permitted to carry medication (even cough drops, OTC medications) UNLESS specified by a physician/ health care provider. Please complete a Medication Authorization Form for ALL medications. Also, to incoming 6th grade students, it is required to have a completed 6th Grade Physical and current/updated Immunizations certificate. Please have this turned in by September 17, 2010.  
Chronic Health Conditions

Students with health conditions such as Diabetes, Asthma, Seizures, life-threatening allergies or any other condition that may warrant health care while at school, please remember to update your child’s school health care plan with your child’s physician. This health care plan needs to be on file in the health room and should indicate how the student has access to their “life sustaining” medications (such as inhalers, Epi-pens, Glucagon and Diastat), classroom accommodations (if applicable) and emergency care/safety. Student health care plans are only good for one school year; therefore, need to be updated at the beginning of the school year.  
Medication Policy

1. Medication should be given at home whenever possible.  Only those medicines necessary for a student’s medical care will be given at school.  Most medicines, even those given three times a day, can be given safely at home.

2. Any medication (prescription or over the counter) must have a completed Medication Authorization Form on file in the Health Room in order for school personnel to safely administer the medication.  The physician/health care provider AND parent must complete the permission form for a prescribed medication.  A parent may fill out the permission form for an over the counter medication.  If the over-the-counter medication is needed more than 3 consecutive days, a physician/health care provider order must be obtained.  Medication forms are available in the health room, school office and on the school website.

3. Parent/Guardian must bring prescription medication to the school in the current, original, pharmacy labeled container which includes the student’s name, the name of medication, dose, time, route and current date.
4. Parent/Guardian must bring over-the-counter medication to the school in the manufacturer’s container. Over-the-counter medications can only be administered according to manufacturer’s dosage directions unless documented otherwise by the physician/healthcare provider.

5. Changes in the medication, the dosage, time, or frequency of administration must have a new Medication Authorization Form.

6. Students are not permitted to bring any medication (this includes cough drops and topical ointments) into the school, or transport medication on the bus unless it is a “life sustaining” medication and it is authorized by the student’s physician.
Please remember that I am always available to help with your child’s health care needs. If your child has IHP, Individual Health Care Plan, please make sure to turn in an updated care plan and schedule a meeting with me for a review of that plan. 

Please call me if you have any questions, concerns or if I can be of any help. I am looking forward to a great and healthy school year.

Keep washing those hands,

Kathy Dippel, RN
Spencer County Middle School

School Nurse

Kathy.dippel@spencer.kyschools.us
SCMS 502-477-3260

Work cell 502-220-3748
